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did not ask questions and did not enter into
serious study of the rebuilding of China. Al-
though the discussion covered a great field, Yuan
merely acceded to all that Sun said. Sun's
suspicions would have been awakened in this ever-
acquiescent attitude of Yuan, had he been a man
of more suspicious character. As it was, he was
surprised, but not to the point of suspicion. Yuan's
lack of interest in the plans came, he presumed,
not from an inner disregard but rather because
the subject was new to Yuan. But Sun was not
yet willing to admit that Yuan was an old, tricky
official who would never show any regard for the
good of China. In the conferences held, every
once in a while, Yuan would break out into the
most violent abuse of the old dynasty and would
praise unstintingly the effect of the Revolution.
It was all very melodramatic, but Sun Yat Sen
the unsuspecting was too concentrated in his de-
votion to his country's needs even to laugh at
Yuan's play for his regard in this behalf.

All the long years that Sun, with a price on his
head, was building up his revolution, Yuan was
being coddled in the warm lap of Manchu luxury.
It seemed very rich humor, Yuan's vituperation
of the Imperialist hand that had fed him all those
years and which he was the last to kiss. But on
the theory that bygones are bygones, Sun Yat
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